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THE CHURCH IN THESSALONICA WAS A PERSECUTEP
CHURCH; AND PAUL HAD BEEN PREFPAREP TO MINISTER
TO THE PEOPLE THERE BY BEING PERSECUTEP

HIMSELF IN PHILIPPI BEFORE COMING THERE.

PAUL SPEAKS FIRST
ABOUT FAITH, Love
AND HOPE “THEIR
WORK OF FAITH,
LABOUR OF LOVE AND
STEAPFASTNESS OF
Hope,” (1:3)

1:9 SAYS REPENTANCE IS
TURNING AWAY FROM ALL
OUR IPOLS AND FACING
&0P. OUR IPOL COULD BE
MONEY, JOB, AMBITION,
SOMe SINFUL
PLEASURE, GIRL/BOY
FRIEND, OR OURSELF.




MANY CHRISTIANS TRY
TO FACE GOP WHILE
STILL HAVING IPOLS IN
THEIR LIVES. THEIR
AMBITIONS AND
INTERESTS ARE ALL IN
THE WORLP, BUT THEY
ALSO IMAGINE THAT
THEY ARE BORN-AGAIN
CHRISTIANS! SUCH
"CHRISTIANS” ARE THE
MOST UNHAPPY PeoPLE
IN THE WORLP.

PEQPLE WHO LIVE
TOTALLY FOR
THEIR IPOLS OF
PLEASURE AND
MONEY aRE
HAPPIER THAN
SUCH
"CHRISTIANS”!
BUT THE PeoPLE
WHO LIVE TOTALLY
FOR 60P ALONE
ARE SUPREMELY
HAPPY.

TRYING TO LIVE FOR
GOP AND THE
WORLP IS LIKE
KEEPING YOUR
FEET IN TWO

BOATS THAT ARE
GOING IN
PIFFERENT

PIRECTIONS. YOU

FALL INTO THE

RIVER IN THE

MIPPLE.

THE PERSON WHO TURNS
TO GOD THEN SERVES
GOD EXPECTANTLY
WAITING FOR THE
RETURN OF CHRIST
FROM HEAVEN. WHEN
JESUS RETURNS, HE
WILL “PELIVER US
FROM THE WRATH TO

COME” (I:10). -

AN IDOL 1S ANYTHING THAT TAKES
THE PLACE OF 60P IN YOUR LIFE.

“WE SPOKE NOT AS
PLEASING MEN, BUT GOP
WHO EXAMINES OUR
HEARTS” (2:4). THAT
SHOULPD BE THE
TESTIMONY OF ALL WHO
PREACH AND TEACH THAT
THEY NEVER PREACH TO
PLEASE THEIR HEARERS

BUT ONLY GOP.




AN

NEITHER PID HE ASSERT HIS AUTHORITY
OVER PEOPLE, EVEN THOUGH AS AN
APOSTLE He COULP HAVE.

/f-':’ ol s ¥ | HE SAYS, “WE WANTED TO

LN il : GIVE YOU NOT ONLY THE HE SAYS HOW HE WORKED HARP
INSTEAD HE SERVED AS A GENTLE NURSING | cospeL oF ¢op, BUT We | J NIGHT AND DAY S0 THAT THEY

MOTHER CARES FOR HER BABY (2:7). HE SAYS, | WANTED TO &IVE YOU OUR | WOULDN'T BECOME A FINANCIAL
“WE HAD A FONP AFFECTION FOR YOU" (2:8). ; LIVES” (2:8). i BURPEN ON THEM (Z2:9).
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IN Z:ll, PAUL SAYS THAT HE ALSO -
REBUKEPD, ENCOURAGEPD AND IN 2:18, PAUL SAYS, “I WANTED TO COME TO YOU BUT SATAN HINDEREPD ME.”
IMPLORED THOSE BELIEVERS AS A ALTHOUGH SATAN WAS PEFEATEPD ON THE CROSS, HE HINDERED THIS WHOLE
FATHER. A TRUE SERVANT OF 6OP |l HEARTED SERVANT OF GOP. SATAN WOULD HAVE SENT HIS JUNIOR (LESS POWERFUL)
1S BOTH A MOTHER AND A FATHER. PEMONS AFTER OTHER CHRISTIANS, BUT SATAN HIMSELF WENT AFTER PAUL.




SATAN WILL TOTALLY IGNORE THE PROUP AND THE
MONEY-LOVING CHRISTIAN WORKERS BECAUSE HE KNOWS
THAT THEY CANNOT HARM HIS KINGPOM IN ANY WAY!

SATAN HINDERED PAUL FROM GOING TO THESSALONICA. BUT 6OP USEPD IT TO FULFIL HIS WILL -- JUST LIKE HE USEP PAUL'S
THORN IN THE FLESH ALSO TO KEEP PAUL HUMBLE. WHEN PAUL COULDP NOT 60 TO THESSALONICA, HE SENT TIMOTHY
THERE (3:2). THAT GAVE TIMOTHY SOME NEEPEP EXPERIENCE IN THE MINISTRY, AND ENABLED HIM TO GROW TO MATURITY.

PAUL HAD GREAT JOY IN SERVING
GOP (2:19 TO 3:9). HE SAYS, “MY
GREATEST JOY IS FOUNP IN YOU

50 6OP TURNEP THE TABLES ON SATAN HERE, JUST LIKE HE ALWAYS DOES. CHRISTIANS IN THESSALONICA” (3:9).

PAUL SAYS IN 3:1Z, I3 “MAY THE LORP 73 —\ NN yo w
C L A 7
CAUSE You To INCREASE aND Lﬂ‘:g E:: B m E > S

ABOUND IN LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER,

BECAUSE THAT IS HOW He WILL ' 4 g i i

ESTABLISH YOUR HEARTS o~ . N . XY ; ~
) ) ﬂ ; ‘ - R

UNBLAMEABLE IN HOLINESS.” [ H T NA

IN 4:1--8,
PAUL SPEAKS
ABOUT PURITY
IN THe
sexvAaL
AREA. THe
WORP
"VESSEL” IN

4:4 (SKEUOS IN

GREEK) COULD

REFER EITHER
SOME ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR OWN PURITY, BUT TO OUR BOPY
PON’T HAVE MUCH OF A CONCERN FOR THE NEEPS AND OR TO OUR
PROBLEMS OF OTHERS. SUCH PEOPLE ARE NOT HOLY; wIFe.




S0 4:4 COULD MEAN: “EACH
OF YOU MUST KNOW HOW TO
POSSESS HIS OWN BOPY IN
SANCTIFICATION AND
HONOUR.” BECAUSE THE WILL
OF 60P IS THAT WE MUST BE
SANCTIFIED (4:3).

IN 4:6, PAUL GOES ON TO SAY THAT “NO ONE SHOULP EVER
CHEAT HIS BROTHER IN THIS MATTER.” THAT MEANS,
"PON’T GET TOO FRIENPLY WITH SOMEONE ELSE’S WIFE”,
FOR "60P IS THE AVENGER OF THOSE WHO PO THAT.”

4:4 COULD ALSO MEAN: “EACH OF YOU
MUST KNOW HOW TO ACQUIRE HIS OWN WIFE
IN SANCTIFICATION AND HONOUR.” THERE
ARE MANY UNHOLY WAYS IN WHICH PEQPLE

TRY TO GET WIVES. LOOKING FOR A
POWRY |S ONE OF THOSE UNHOLY wWAYS.

TO LOOK FOR A WIFE “IN LUSTFUL
PASSION”, 1S TO LOOK FOR A WIFE
LIKE THE HEATHEN PO. BUT IF YOU
WANT TO SERVE &OP, YOU MUST LOOK
FOR A WIFE WHO HAS THE sAME
GOPLY PESIRE THAT YOU HAVE.

SAMSON AND PAVIP ARE TRAGIC EXAMPLES OF

PEOPLE WHO KNEW GOP WHO FAILEPD IN THIS AREA.
THERE IS, UNFORTUNATELY, A LOT OF IMMORALITY
AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE IN CHURCHES AND EVEN
AMONG CHRISTIAN WORKERS IN THESE DAYS.

OUR AMBITION MUST
ALWAYS BE TO LEAD
A PEACEABLE LIFE,
NOT QUARRELLING
WITH ANYONE,
MINPING O0UR OWN
BUSINESS, NOT
BEING BUSYBOPIES
IN ANYONE ELSE’S
AFFAIRS, AND
WORKING HARP TO
SUPPORT
OURSELVES ANP OUR
FAMILIES. (4:11)




IN 4:13--18, PAUL SPEAKS ABOUT HOW IT WILL BE WHEN CHRIST
RETURNS. “WeE PON’T WANT YOU TO Be UNINFORMEP ABOUT
THOSE WHO HAVE SLEPT IN THE LORP.” THAT REFERS TO THOSE
WHO HAVE PIEP IN CHRIST. JESUS PIED AND ROSE AGAIN; AND
THOSE WHO HAVE PIEP IN CHRIST WILL ALSO RISE AGAIN.

IN 5:2, WE READ, “THE PAY OF THE LORP WILL
COME LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT.” A THIEF POES
NOT ANNOUNCE HIS COMING, BUT COMES
UNEXPECTEPLY. THUS, EVERY UNBELIEVER WILL
BE SURPRISEP WHEN THE LORD RETURNS.

WE, THE SONS OF
LIGHT, HOWEVER,
ARE EXPECTING
OUR LORP TO COME
(5:4). We PO NOT
LIVE IN PARKNESS.
S0 WE SHOULP NOT
BE ASLEEP
SPIRITUALLY, BUT
ALERT (5:6).

WHEN A MAN (S
ASLEEF, THe
THINGS THAT ARE
REAL AROUND HIM
IN THE ROOM ARE
INVISIBLE; BUT
THE THINGS THAT

WHEN JESUS RETURNS, WE WHO ARE ALIVE WILL
NOT BE TAKEN UP AHEAP OF THOSE WHO PIEP THEY
WILL ARISE FROM THE GRAVES. THAT WILL BE THE
FIRST RESURRECLTION. AND WE WILL BE TAKEN UP
TOGETHER WITH THEM TO MEET THE LORPD.

AT HIS RETURN, OUR LORP WILL PESCENP WITH A
SHOUT, WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL
AND WITH THE TRUMPET OF 6OP. HE WOULP NOT
COME SECRETLY, AS MANY BELIEVE TOPAY.
WHEN HE COMES, IT WILL BE LIKE THE LIGHTNING
THAT FLASHES FROM THE EAST T0 THE WEST.
EVERY EYE WILL BE ABLE TO SEE HIM.

ARE UNREAL (N {7

HIS PREAMS)
APPEAR TO BE |,
REAL.
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THIS PESTRUCTION, IT SAYS HERE WILL COME SUPPENLY
“LIKE BIRTH PANGS UPON A WOMAN WITH CHILP” (5:3)
WHICH IS SIMILAR TO MATTHEW 24:8. THIS IS A PICTURE
OF THE PAINFUL PERIOP OF TRIBULATION THAT WILL
PRECEPE THE COMING OF CHRIST.

PAUL SAYS WE LOOK FORWARP TO THAT PAY AND WE
EAGERLY AWAIT HIS COMING. PEOPLE AROUNP US WILL BE
IMAGINING THAT EVERYTHING 1S PEACEFUL AND SAFE
(5:3). BUT PESTRUCTION WILL COME UPON THEM SUPPENLY.

SOME WORSHIP THEIR
LEAPERS AS 60PS, WHILE
OTHERS PO NOT ESTEEM THEIR|
LEADERS OR EXPRESS THEIR
APPRECIATION TO THeEM. IN
5:(Z, WE ARE TOLD TO
YAPPRECIATE THOSE WHO
PILIGENTLY LABOUR AMONG
US, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO
GIVE US INSTRUCTION.”

IN 5:14--18, PAUL GIVES NINE EXHORTATIONS: APMONISH THE UNRULY, ENCOURAGE THE FAINT-HEARTEPD, HELP THE WEAK,
BE PATIENT WITH ALL, NEVER REFPAY EVIL FOR EVIL, ALWAYS SEEK 600P FOR OTHERS, REJIOICE ALWAYS, PRAY ALWAYS
( SPIRIT OF PRAYER ALWAYS) AND IN EVERY THING GIVE THANKS -- BECAUSE ALL OF THESE ARE 60P’S WILL FOR US.

IN 5:2Z AND 23,
WE ARE URGED
TO ABSTAIN
FROM EVERY
FORM OF EVIL.

IF THE HOLY SPIRIT URGES
YOU AT TIMES TO SHARE A
WORD, STANP UP ANP
SPEAK UP. PON'T QUENCH
THAT FIRE. (5:19) AND

THEY MUST ALSO USE THEIR
6GOP-6GIVEN PISCERNMENT

TO DECIDE WHAT IS FROM IF WE PO THIS, WE ARE ASSUREP THAT THE 6OP OF
L'T:I-;:iROSFAARLi :/:f:_lfp G&OD AND WHAT 18 NOT. TO PEACE WILL SANCTIFY US AND MAKE US PERFECTLY
DESPISE “PROPHETIC ILLUSTRATE- PEEL THE SKIN HOLY IN SPIRIT, SOUL AND BOPY AND PRESERVE US
OFF AND EAT THE BANANA. UNTIL THE SECOND COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

UTTERANCES"(5:20)
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( IN HIS FIRST LETTER PAUL TOLD THE THESSALONIANS TO BE f: ] WE KNOW THAT THE COMING OF THE LORPD IS NEAR.
REAPY FOR CHRIST'S RETURN. SOME OF THE CHRISTIANS THEN BUT WE PON’T KNOW THE PATE OR THE HOUR. IT'S
SAID, “IF THE LORD IS COMING SOON, WHY ARE WE WASTING OUR |l NOT FOR US TO KNOW THE TIMES OR THE SEASONS
TIME WORKINGZ * 50 THEY SAT AROUND LAZILY DOING NO WORK. |1  (ACTS 1:7). 60 NO-ONE SHOULD RESIGN HIS JOB AND

80 PAUL HAD TO CORRECT THEIR WRONG IPEAS. I]  WAIT ON SOME MOUNTAIN FOR THE LORD'S RETURN.

WAS A CLEAR PROOF OF
IN I:4, PAUL 1S JOYFUL THAT THOSE il IN THE MIDST OF THEIR PERSECUTIONS 3, &OoP’'s RIGHTEOUS
CHRISTIANS WERE FAITHFUL IN I WERE A CLEAR PROOF THAT THEY WERE t L JUPGEMENT ON THE
THEIR TRIBULATIONS. : WORTHY L UNBELIEVERS.

THAT 1S OUR APPOINTEPD LOT AS BELIEVERS,
PAUL TOLDP THEM THAT WHEN CHRIST RETURNS, THEY WOULD GET lif BECAUSE WE ARE HERE ON EARTH LIKE FISH OUT OF
RELIEF FROM THEIR TRIBULATION. THAT TEACHES US THAT . WATER. THIS WORLP IS NOT OUR HOME, AND WE ARE

PERSECUTION WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE RETURN OF CHRIST (I: 7). § IN CONSTANT CONFLICT WITH THIS WORLD SYSTEM.
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IF WE BECOME FRIENPLY
WITH THIS WORLP, THEN IT
WILL STOP TROUBLING US.
BUT THEN, WE WON'T BE
WITNESSES FOR CHRIST. |
B He TeLLs THEM NOT To BE
| DISTURBED 0r SHAKEN
| BY PEOPLE WHO cLAIM TO
HAVE MESSAGES AND
VISIONS FROM THE LORP
ABOUT HIS RETURN.

IN THOSE DAYS, PEOPLE
WERE WRITING LETTERS TO
CHRISTIANS AND SIGNING
THEM "PAUL”, TO MAKE
PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT

THOSE WERE LETTERS
FROM PAUL.

PAUL GOES ON
TO SAY THAT
CHRIST'S
RETURN WILL |
NOT cOme UNTIL §
THERE 15, FIRST §

OF ALL, A i
GREAT
FALLING AwWAY
OF CHRISTIANS
FROM THE

}i PURING THE TRIBULATION, THE ANTICHRIST WILL “SIT IN
THE TEMPLE AS 6OP” (2:4). THIS IS CALLED “THE
MYSTERY OF LAWLESSNESS” - AND T IS ALREAPY
. AT WORK (VERSE 7). WHEN CHRISTIAN LEAPERS TRY TO
CONTROL YOUR LIFE, THEY ARE ACTING LIKE &0P.

Bill scconpLY, PAUL SAID THAT CHRIST CANNOT
[l ccTURN UNTIL THE ANTICHRIST (THE MAN OF
' LAWLESSNESS) IS REVEALED (2:3). THE
ANTICHRIST HAS TO COME FIRST AND THE
PERIOD OF TRIBULATION HAS TO BE
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BUT BEFORE THE
ANTICHRIST APPEARS, HIS

SPIRIT WILL MOVE AROUND
THE LORPD WILL SLAY THE ANTICHRIST WITH THE i THE WORLD PREPARING

BREATH OF HIS MOUTH WHEN HE COMES AGAIN (2:8). ! THE WAY FOR HIM. THIS

SPIRIT WILL MANIFEST
ITSELF IN ALL TYPES OF
¥ WICKEPNESS, SATANIC
| POWER, SOULISH POWER AND
COUNTERFEIT SIGNS AND
WONDERS. THERE WILL BE
MANY COUNTERFEIT
HEALINGS AND MIRACLES
IN THE LAST DAYS (2:9).

: IT SAYS HERE THAT GOP WILL SEND “A
| PELUPING INFLUENCE” (VERSE II) ON MANY

PEOPLE BECAUSE THEY “PIP NOT LOVE THE
TRUTH S0 AS TO BE SAVEP” (VERSE 10).

MANY PEQOPLE ARE
PECEIVED THAT
BECAUSE THEY PON’T
ACKNOWLEPGE THE SIN
IN THEIR OWN LIFE AND
THEY PON’T LONG
EAGERLY TO BE SAVEP
FROM |T. INSTEAP THEY
JUSTIFY THEMSELVES
AND COVER UP THEIR SIN

SATAN IS ALREAPY PECEIVING US, OUR HEARTS
ARE PECEPTIVE AND SO ARE OUR LUSTS. ON TOP
OF THESE, IF 6OP ALSO ALLOWS US TO BE
DECEIVED, THEN WE ARE POOMEP WITHOUT HOPE.




IN 3:6--Il, PAUL WARNS THE CHRISTIANS THERE (AND US)
TO “"STAY AWAY FROM BROTHERS WHO ARE LIVING LAZY
LIVES”. PAUL WORKEPD NIGHT AND PAY MAKING TENTS
AND EARNED MONEY AND PAID FOR HIS FOOP.

“BUT BRETHREN, WE &IVE THANKS FOR YOU
BECAUSE YOU WERE CHOSEN THAT YOU MAY GAIN
THE GLORY OF JESUS CHRIST” (2:14). THIS WAS
THE FULLNESS OF GRACE AND TRUTH IN HIM
WHEREBY HE MANIFESTED HIS GLORY (JOHN [:14).

S0 PAUL LAID DOWN A RULE FOR THEM, “IF ANYONE
1S NOT WILLING TO WORK, THEN HE IS NOT TO EAT,
EITHER. SUCH PERSONS We COMMANPD AND EXHORT
IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST TO WORK IN QUIET
FASHION AND EAT THEIR OWN BREADP” (3:10, I2).

THE TRAGEPY IN CHRISTENDPOM IS THAT MOST

CHRISTIANS IN SECULAR WORK ARE WORKING

MUCH HARPER THAN FULL-TIME CHRISTIAN
WORKERS WHOM THEY MAYBE SUPPORTING!

FINALLY, PAUL SAYS,
“IF ANYONE POES NOT
0BEY OUR
INSTRUCTION IN THIS
LETTER, TAKE SPECIAL
NOTE OF THAT PERSON
AND PO NOT
ASSOCIATE WITH HIM,
S0 THAT He WILL BE
PUT TO SHAME. YET
PO NOT REGARD HIM
AS AN ENEMY, BUT
APMONISH HIM AS A
BROTHER” (3:14, I5).
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